Page 6 STATE HORNET -- Sacramento, California

(continved from page 1)

regation; according to King, ‘‘but we have a great deal to do.”

“It Is certainly a fact that strides have becn made,’’ sald King,
but that it would be an Illuslon {f America were convinced that nc
further steps need be taken,

“It Is a tragic and dally reminder that we have a long way w go,"”’
King declared. Hle added that there is another form of violence just
as tragic In the American ghetto; he said that it {s a form of splrit-
ual and psychlogical violence,

He said that 50 per cent of the American Negroes still live in
deterforating housing and ‘‘have wall-to-wall rats and roaches in-
stead of wall-to-wall carpeting."

He said that Negro children are still attending segregated schools,
if in fact not de jure, then de facto. Schools are far from adequate
and often in urban areas less money is spent per pupil in the de
facto school districts, than in predominantly white areas. lle stated
that the pupils upon graduation from these ‘'segreated’ schools
often read on a sixth to eighth grade level,

He said that the schools are overcrowded and devoid of quality,
and that the most serious problem is that of economics. He said
that the Negro lives with a major depression, and that this was true
of every major city, Another major problem King pointed out, is
not cnlv unemployment hut urderemployment. He said that the Negro
can't lunction in the mainstream of American life, but rather 1s
adrift in a vast ocean of American prosperity. According to King,
people cxplode in anger with misguided dimensions. He said that
he **stil! believes in non-violence as I did in Montgomery."

lle expressed the reeling that militant non-violence is stili the
Negro's most potent weapon, [l¢ said that he can't condemn the riots,
but rather condemned the intolerant conditions that society forces on
the Negro.

The Negro feels he has no'other alternative but to engage in riots
o call artention to how America has failed to react to Lis piight!

King indicated that one of the major causes of Negro frustration
has been unfulfilled promises, and that the American people are
more concerned with preserving tranquility and the status quo.

He said that the policy makers in the white society have caused
many of the problems that create the so-called **long hot summers."

Congress doesn’t use long cold winters creatively enough accord-
ing to King, to eradicate the problems that cause the riots of the *‘long
hot summers.""

“Riots are caused by delay and the postponement of justice,

““The American people have got to see that a new era of strug-
gle has come to replace the old--the struggle for total equality.”*
King said that the new struggle, unlike the old, is going to cost some-
thing.

Ile said that legislation was needed to make civil rightz a reaiity,
tle said that there must be a massive program, ‘‘a bill of rights or
Marshall plan for the disadvantaged,' and that Congress must be
compelled to enact that legislation,

Hle added that Congress could no longer elude Negro demands
for equality,

King then siated that he had a moral responsibility to take a stand
against the war in Vietnam, even though it would alienate support
from some quarters. lle said that the war In Vietnam was doing
more to damage the image of our nation than anything in the world
today.

“Injustice anywhere is the threat of justice everywhere.'Hle
said that he had to take a stand because his ‘‘conscience tells me
that it is right,

**Black and white America must learn that their destinies are
tied together. There can be no separate path to power and fulfill-
ment."

“*Our goal is freedom," he said,

He was then given a standing ovation,




